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Island Endemics & Pelagics 

27th September to 6th October 2021 (10 days) 

 

Trip Report 
 

 
Akiapola'au by Forrest Rowland 

 

Trip report compiled by Tour Leader: Forrest Rowland 
 

Our tour through the Hawaiian Islands was extremely successful, and best of all very enjoyable: full of 

endangered endemics, stunning landscapes, unique culture, excellent weather, and absolutely delicious 

food. Our journey, west to east through three major islands, took us from Kauai to the Big Island by way 

of Oahu. Due to each island’s differing geologic age, and extreme topography, all offered different 

landscapes and endemic bird species. We managed to track down all the accessible endemic species, 

most notably the endangered Akiapola’au, Hawaii Creeper, Hawaii Akepa, Palila, and Oahu Elepaio.  

 



Trip Report – RBL Hawaii - Island Endemics & Pelagics 2018      2

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                               View more tours to Hawaii  

In addition, we did exceptionally well with several rare to uncommon non-native species that are now 

countable on the ABA list, with the best sightings including Chinese Hwamei and Red Avadavat on Kauai, 

and Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse on the Big Island. Inca Tern was a huge hit, being the first record for 

United States of America, which we had great views of on Oahu, while Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was a 

new bird for most of the group, on the Big Island. Sea watching and one splendid pelagic trip allowed 

us to add many species of seabirds, including Red-tailed and White-tailed Tropicbirds, Red-footed, 

Masked, and Brown Boobies, Wedge-tailed, Sooty, and Newell’s Shearwaters, Black and Brown Noddies, 

plus uncommon Black-winged, Hawaiian, and Juan Fernandez Petrels made the trip truly fabulous.  

 

 

Top 10 birds 
 

1. Akiapola’au     6. Inca Tern 

2. I’iwi      7. Hawai’i Amakihi 

3. Hawai’i Akepa     8. White-tailed Tropicbird 

4. Oahu Elepaio     9. Apapane 

5. Palila      10. Anianiau 

 

Tour in Detail 
 

The tour commenced on the populous island of Oahu, at an awesome beach hotel in Waikiki with White 

Terns and Rose-ringed Parakeets swirling around the gardens of some delicious breakfast. Great place to kick 

off the adventure! The first full day was dedicated to finding the last remaining endemic forest birds on Oahu, 

the Oahu Amakihi and Oahu Elepaio. Both species are endangered, especially the elepaio populations are not 

doing well. Fortunately, we had access to a sites where each species could be found, and we focused our first 

search on the Oahu Amakihi by walking a high elevation ridge road, with beautiful views down over Honolulu 

and Pearl Harbor. After getting our first views of the tour of Red-billed Leiothrix, White-rumped Shama, and 

a goodly number of Japanese White-eyes, we began to hear the calls of Oahu Amakihi! With patience we 

were afforded fabulous views of this lovely species foraging in the lichens on the bare branches right 

overhead, posing for pics.  

 

We broke the intense forest birding with a visit to the bustling Kapiolani Park, where new species, mainly 

non-native, revealed themselves quickly. 

Red-vented Bulbuls were abundant; while 

Yellow-fronted Canaries and Common 

Waxbills foraged on the lawns. We 

successfully located a White Tern chick, 

about ready to fledge, perched on the thick 

limb of a banyan tree. We also noted several 

adult White Terns flying past. Another good 

find was a pair of Red-whiskered Bulbuls 

among the much more common Red-

vented. Interestingly, Oahu was the only 

island we saw Bulbuls on. Fun finds here 

also included the lovely Java Sparrow. This 

is perhaps the best place to see the species, 

as it’s exceedingly rare in its native range. 

We enjoyed views of many!  I’iwi by Forrest Rowland 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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After local tour leader Mandy Talpas attended to a bit of 

logistics, we headed to a secret site, her favorite for her 

favorite bird: Oahu Elepaio.  
 

We began by hiking into a ravine, being forewarned that a 

rather lengthy search might be required to find the little 

beauty. Luck was with us, as it took practically no time before 

we were enjoying views of a family of three including an 

unbanded youngster! We celebrated our success with a 

delicious field lunch at the overlook near to where the Inca 

Tern had been most recently spotted. The Poke bowls were a 

success, while the tern was, lamentably not. Our efforts were 

rewarded with several near fly-bys of stunning Red-tailed 

Tropicbirds. In the afternoon we visited a very productive 

wetland, where we could enjoy views of Hawaiian Stilts, 

Hawaiian Coots, Moorhen, and others at arm’s length.  
 

Our second day was mostly dedicated to visiting the North 

Shore of Oahu to search for one of the main targets of the tour, 

the migratory Bristle-thighed Curlew. Along the way, we 

made a stop at the site where Inca Tern had been seen in the mornings, asking for handouts from fishermen. 

This was highly prized by us all, as the first record North of Guatemala, meaning in a real sense the first for 

North America. After a good hour of seawatch, and the privilege of being shown Red-tailed Tropicbird chicks 

in a nest by one of the archipelago’s leading ornithologists and founder of Pacific Rim Conservation, Dr. Eric 

Van de Werf, and enjoying closeup views of the critically endangered Hawaiian Monk Seal, and spotting two 

Newell’s Shearwaters among the dozens of Wedgies, we had nearly conceded the vigil and headed towards 

the van when, Boom! The Tern appeared at the feet of a fisherman on the point!!! Fabulous luck followed us, 

and we celebrated with more fantastic food.  

 

We arrived at the golf course that the curlews favour in good time, and set out with high hopes of finding this 

rare shorebird. We hadn’t left the parking area before one flew right over us headed to the 7th hole. We had 

about ten minutes with this rare species offering excellent 

views and photographic opportunities at close range, before 

it flew. We also found the first Saffron Finches of the trip 

feeding on the golf course. With such quick success, we 

happily tackled the drive back to Honolulu, where we 

enjoyed yet another fabulous dinner at a local favorite.  

 

The following morning, we made our way to Kauai in time 

to head out to the lovely Kilaeuae Point and Hanalei 

National Wildlife Refuge on the far North of the island for 

our first official birding in Kauai. Here, traditional wet taro 

cultivation provides ideal habitat for endemic and 

migratory waterbirds, and roadside birding proved very 

enjoyable. It took only a few minutes before we had 

excellent scope studies of the endemic Hawaiian Duck and 

Hawaiian Coot, with Common Gallinules, Black-crowned 

Night Herons, and Black-necked Stilts also present in good 

numbers, all three represented by endemic subspecies. The 

first Nene, or Hawaiian Goose, were noted, and careful 

Kauai Elepaio by Forrest Rowland 

Nene by Forrest Rowland 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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views revealed the striated feather tracts 

on the neck and reduced webbing between 

the toes. This species was nearly extinct, 

but extraordinary conservation measures 

returned it to a thriving population, 

especially on Kauai, where it was 

accidentally reintroduced after a storm 

destroyed an enclosure. We also found two 

rare species for Hawaii: Great Egret 

amongst the numerous Cattle, and Pectoral 

Sandpiper amongst the Stilts. A careful 

scan from the overlook on the road above 

of some ponds set back a bit further 

revealed a three White-faced Ibis, a rare 

but increasing visitor to the Hawaiian 

Islands. Other birds we found in the grassy 

edges and fields in the vicinity included 

various exotics, including Zebra Dove, 

Northern Cardinal, Red-crested Cardinal, 

House Sparrow, and Scaly-breasted and Chestnut Munias.  
 

After a picnic lunch at the Waioli Beach Park, we drove to the Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge. Along 

the entrance road, we found our only Western Meadowlark of the trip and more Java Sparrows. Once we 

passed the entrance gate and walked towards the lighthouse, hundreds of birds greeted us, either perched on 

the steep cliffs and vegetation or soaring past at almost touching distance. The most common species were 

Red-footed Boobies that nested on the vegetated slopes with a handful of Brown Boobies passing by. We 

especially enjoyed the fabulous displays of tropicbirds, with both Red-tailed and White-tailed offering 

photographic opportunities. Great Frigatebirds occasionally harassed the other seabirds or hung motionless 

in the air. Right before leaving, we found two Wedge-tailed Shearwater chicks sitting on the edge of their 

burrows. We drove back to the hotel on the south end of the island for a well-deserved dinner.  

 

Today, we ventured to the Koke’e State Park high in the western mountains of Kauai, the last stronghold of 

several Kauai endemics. We began with a breakfast stop at a sports complex where locals like to fly (or at 

least attempt to) model airplanes. Not expecting 

much, we saw dozens and dozens of Red 

Avadavats, which aren’t easy to see this well! Later, 

driving up the winding entrance road along the edge 

of the dramatic Waimea Canyon, we made a few 

stops. In the scrub and field edges, we added several 

uncommon non-native species including a 

gorgeous male Black Francolin and showy Erckel’s 

Francolins. We also made a stop at the incredible 

Waimea Canyon overlook where we enjoying 

several White-tailed Tropicbirds cruising up and 

down the most scenic spot in Hawaii!  

 

Once we reached higher elevations (most native 

Hawaiian forest birds are restricted to 4,000 feet 

and above) we heard the first native honeycreepers. 

First, we located the still common Apapane, its 

Oahu Amakihi by Forrest Rowland 

Oahu Elepaio by Forrest Rowland 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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deep red plumage showing well in the overcast 

conditions. The first native monarch-flycatcher 

revealed itself, and we had good looks at a pair 

of Kauai Elepaio. It took more effort to locate a 

single Anianiau, but it showed really well in the 

end, its bright yellow plumage glowing. Kauai 

Amakihi proved the most difficult of the lot, 

and we only had one bright individual give 

looks, which were thankful enough for given 

their increasing scarcity. We then ate lunch at 

the local lodge, which was delicious and held 

nice live music, before one final attempt for the 

Amakihi. Before dinner, we checked Poipu 

beach and did a short seawatch there, adding 

ever more Wandering Tattlers and thousands 

upon thousands Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, 

with a Sooty or two mixed in.   

 

The final day on Kauai was relatively relaxed – that is, after we had spent hours getting views of Chinese 

Hwamei and giving up more than a glimpse of Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush. The time had come for us 

to fly to the final island of the tour, Hawai’I, or the Big Island. Hawai’i is home to the majority of the 

remaining endemic bird species, and we planned to track all of them down during our three-day stay.  

 

After our flights from Kauai, which included a short stop on Maui, and a delay at the car rental (not surprising 

given the lack of large vehicles and workers post-CoVid) we made a dash to the nearby Kona Wastewater 

Treatment Plant in the last waning light of day. This was our first of three visits to what the locals lovingly 

term “The Turd n Bird”, where we added numerous water birds and shorebirds to the trip in search of a 

wayward Sharp-tailed Sandpiper we would return for the following day. The sunset was truly spectacular, 

and we all became acquainted with Vog. This is a sort of fog created by the expulsion of ash by a volcano. 

The volcanic eruptions underway on the island creating some of the most fascinating lighting and beauty of 

the tour. All-in-all another very successful day.  

 

Our first full day on the Big Island of Hawaii was spent in search of several non-native and one native species 

in the drier, higher, areas of the island. We began with breakfast near a stakeout for Rosy-faced Lovebird and 

Wild Turkey, before visiting a sports 

complex where failed to locate Chestnut-

bellied Sandgrouse but saw our first Gray 

Francolins of the tour. On this action-

packed day, we then headed up and up the 

slopes of the tallest mountain (from its 

base) on Earth – Mauna Kea – through 

numerous grassland and fields where we 

picked up amazing views of Short-eared 

Owl and Eurasian Skylark to the only 

remaining known habitat of perhaps the 

most critically endangered Hawaiian 

Endemic: Palila. We spent the better part 

of three hours here, including a delightful 

field lunch at the Palila Discovery Loop 

Trail, only managing brief views of a pair. 

Hawaii Akepa by Forrest Rowland 

Maui Creeper by Forrest Rowland 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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Just five years ago, visitors would have seen four times that 

many, and easily. The reason for such a severe decline in the 

species population is unknown. However, Hawaii Amakihis 

were abundant, as were Apapane, both of which we heartily 

enjoyed. In the afternoon we returned to the KWWTP (Turd 

n Bird) and were this time victorious in our search for the 

rare Sharp-tailed Sandpiper! We had exceptional looks, with 

several shorebird species, such as Ruddy Turnstone, 

Wandering Tattler, Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, Pectoral 

Sandpiper, and more for direct comparison of this colorful 

juvenile-plumaged bird. Other fun species here included 

Least Tern, Cackling Goose, and a number of waterfowl 

species from the mainland. Once again, dinner was 

awesome, too!  
 

The next day was devoted to finding some of the rarest birds 

on planet Earth – the few remaining native species on 

Hawai’i. Only two decent tracts of humid native forest, 

recognized by the most the most beautiful red-blossomed 

Koa and Ohi’a trees, remain unaffected by invasive plants 

and the ever-approaching effects of avian malaria. It was such a pleasure to spend a morning here, 

appreciating how fortunate we were to spend time in such a sacred forest, that very few are allowed to enter.  

 
We enjoyed a field breakfast right at the start of the trail, and then hiked into the native forest composed of 

towering koa and shorter ohia trees. We slowly worked our way downhill along a broad trail, where Apapane 

and the stunning Iiwi proved fairly common. Hawaii Amakihis were even more numerous, and a family of 

Hawaii Elepaio also afforded fine views. But the three endangered honeycreepers took a bit more effort to 

find. Tracking down these much rare, endangered, species by their calls, we had incredible views of multiples 

of each! Akiapola’au was the first of these to give itself away with the sounds of their foraging revealing their 

unique style of hammering with the lower mandible and levering with the elongated, curved upper mandible 

– there is no other bird like it in the world! A pair of Hawaii Akepas foraged in the canopy nearby, and we 

all ended up with excellent views of the equally scarce Hawaii 

Creeper that worked up and down the rough bark of a koa tree. 

Several Omaos that popped up and two Hawaiian Hawks, a dark 

male and pale female, rounded out the possible endemics. After 

such a successful morning, we happily returned to the KWWTP 

yet again in search of a reported Red-necked Stint, by way of a 

stakeout for countable Indian Peafowl which was successful. The 

Stint was reported in the morning, while we were in the forest, 

but had disappeared by noon never to return. More views of 

Pectoral and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, a couple new species of 

ducks, were worth the always enjoyable return visit. 

 

Our final day as a group in the islands was out at sea, and proved 

wonderfully productive. We added several seabirds to the trip and 

participants’ life lists. We worked our way to about 30 miles 

offshore, finding the tsunami warning buoy we searched for, on 

which all three species of Boobies were perched! We first 

recorded Wedge-tailed Shearwaters and a lone Buller’s cruised 

by the boat. Our first Petrel came in the form of an obliging 

Fairy Tern by Forrest Rowland 

Hawaiian Owl by Forrest Rowland 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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endangered Hawaiian Petrel, which was beautiful to finally see up close! Further out, en route to the buoy, 

we caught found a pair of Juan Fernandez Petrels which put on a show for us, as well. A feeding frenzy near 

the buoy containing Sooty Terns and more Wedge-tailed Shearwaters than we could count was quite a 

spectacle, only to be outdone by a pod of Spotted and Spinner Dolphins being social, curious, and as acrobatic 

as we could every have imagined! As we started to motor back to the harbour, a different petrel raced past at 

a distance, but a high-speed pursuit and varying decent looks and photos revealed our first of two gorgeous 

Black-winged Petrels. At the end of the day, everyone felt great appreciation that the trip had been so 

successful, seas so smooth and accommodating.  

 

Our incredible luck had held until the end, allowing us to return to Kona at a relatively early hour and a final 

celebratory fabulous dinner. Thank you so much to all the wonderful, fun-loving, participants on our fantastic 

voyage, and our exceptional local leader, Mandy Talpas, who did an outstanding job for us all.  

 

Annotated List of species recorded 
 

Birds (96 in total: 96 seen) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List (v8.2) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in 

the Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans Anatidae 

Nene (VU)  Branta sandvicensis 

We had excellent views of this endemic goose on both Kauai and the Big Island, a major 

conservation success, this species is now doing well and is often very approachable! 

Cackling Goose   Branta canadensis 

One wayward individual was present for all three of our visits to the famed Kona Wastewater 

Treatment Plant on Hawai’i.  

Hawaiian Duck (EN)  Anas wyvilliana 

The only remaining genetically pure birds can be found at the Hanalei NWR on Kauai where we had 

great scope studies of birds resting and in flight. Unfortunately the threat of hybridization with 

Mallards is spreading. A pure population may also survive on the Big Island.  

Northern Shoveler                                                       Spatula clypeata 

We had a few at the Kealakehe Wastewater Treatment Plant, normally a rare bird.  

Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos 

Widespread and likely increasing. 

Northern Pintail   Anas acuta 

An exciting find for the tour, adding to the list of waterfowl discovered at the KWWTP on Big 

Island! 

Blue-winged Teal  Anas discors 
 

A lone eclipse-plumaged bird at the KWWTP on Big Island was our only sighting.  

 

New World Quail Odontophoridae 

California Quail   Callipepla californica 

A covey of about 9 graced our breakfast picnic site on Saddle Road at Mauna Kea State Park 

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

Wild Turkey   Meleagris gallopavo 

Several Groups seen on the Big Island. 

Black Francolin   Francolinus francolinus 

We had awesome views of a few individuals both on Kauai and Big Island! 

Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus 

Common on the Big Island especially towards Kona. 

Erckel's Francolin   Pternistis erckelii 

Seen well on the Big Island, a large francolin native to Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Sudan. 

Red Junglefowl   Gallus gallus 

Super abundant on Kauai with wild type birds mainly in Koke'e SP, in other parts of the islands they 

will jump on tables to steal food! 

Kalij Pheasant   Lophura leucomelanos 

Seen spectacularly well on the Big Island at Hakalau Forest NWR 

Common Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus 

Several seen on the Big Island in the grasslands along Saddle Road 

Indian Peafowl   Pavo cristatus 

There are wild populations of Indian Peafowl on the Big Island, but mainly in remote areas, but we 

saw one at an easy stake-out and we didn't even have to get out of the van, another ABA countable 

exotic. 

 

Petrels, Shearwaters & Diving Petrels Procellariidae 

Juan Fernandez Petrel (VU)  Pterodroma externa 

Fine, close views during our pelagic trip out of Kona on the Big Island, where we obtained 

diagnostic views and photos. 

Hawaiian Petrel (VU)  Pterodroma sandwichensis 

Very distant scope views during our sea watch off Kauai, but awesome views of a close-flying 

individual on our pelagic out of Kona! 

Black-winged Petrel   Pterodroma nigripennis 

Excellent views of two birds that came very close to the boat during our pelagic off Kona. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater   Ardenna pacifica 

Common during sea watches and pelagic, numbering in the hundreds at times. 

Sooty Shearwater (NT)  Ardenna grisea 

One seen very well during a short seawatch on Oahu.  

Newell’s Shearwater (EN)  Puffinus newelli 
 

We got incredibly lucky to see two individuals during our Inca Tern seawatch vigil! 

 

Tropicbirds Phaethontidae 

Red-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon rubricauda melanorhynchos 

Fabulous looks at adults and a chick on a nest on Oahu, as well as individuals on our pelagic 

White-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon lepturus dorotheae 

Widespread and seen throughout. 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

White-faced Ibis   Plegadis chihi 

We had an interesting sighting of 3 individuals at Hanalei NWR on Kauai, a rarity in the islands.  

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Great Egret   Ardea alba 

One gave us quite a surprise at Hanalei NWR, very rare in Hawaii! 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis 

Abundant throughout, this species was intentionally introduced. 

 

Frigatebirds Fregatidae 

Great Frigatebird   Fregata minor palmerstoni 

Numerous around Kilauea on Kauai with close studies and birds at several seawatches. 

 

Gannets, Boobies Sulidae 

Masked Booby   Sula dactylatra 

Seen well resting on a buoy during our pelagic out of Kona, and another on a seawatch on Oahu. 

Red-footed Booby   Sula sula rubripes 

Huge numbers at the nesting colony at Kilauea with an immature resting on the rails of the viewpoint 

for very close studies, also regularly seen just offshore and during our pelagic trips. 

Brown Booby   Sula leucogaster plotus 

Seen regularly just offshore and during pelagics. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 

Hawaiian Hawk (NT)  Buteo solitarius 

Great looks at a perched male and low-soaring female at Hakalau NWR, Big Island 
 

Rails, Crakes & Coots Rallidae 

Common Gallinule   Gallinula galeata sandvicensis 

Common at wetland sites throughout. 

Hawaiian Coot (VU)  Fulica alai 

Studied closely at Hanalei on Kauai with birds showing the diagnostic large frontal shield, with 

several seen elsewhere including Oahu. 
 

Stilts and Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-necked Stilt   Himantopus mexicanus knudseni 

The Hawaiian subspecies shows extensive black on neck and the face and we could study them 

closely in several wetlands. 
 

Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

Pacific Golden Plover   Pluvialis fulva 

Common throughout, even seen roosting on roofs and often feeding on lawns. 
 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Bristle-thighed Curlew (VU)  Numenius tahitiensis 

Great views of several at a classic spot on Oahu with one bird showing very closely. 

Ruddy Turnstone   Arenaria interpres morinella 

Flocks on all islands. 

Sanderling   Calidris Alba 
 

A small flock at KWWTP near Kona on Big Island was our only encounter. 

Pectoral Sandpiper   Calidris melanotos 

Seen well at Hanalei NWR on Kauai and Big Islands at Kaleakehe Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper   Calidris acuminata 
 

 One gorgeous juvenile turned up at Kaleakehe Wastwater Treatment Plant just before we arrived! 

Least Sandpiper   Calidris minutilla 
 

 One juvenile was spotted amidst a ton of Turnstones at KWWTP, which is a rare bird on Hawaii. 

Wandering Tattler   Tringa incana 

Seen well on all islands! A fun wader 
 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers Laridae 

Brown Noddy   Anous stolidus pileatus 

Uncommon, but we observed one during our Kona pelagic and scoped a few off Oahu. 

Black Noddy   Anous minutus melanogenys 

Commonly observed at sea with good views of a flock near shore on Big Island. 

White Tern   Gygis alba candida 

Good flight views of adults and chicks perched on a banyan limb on Oahu. 

Sooty Tern   Onychoprion fuscatus 

Good views during the Kona pelagic. 

 

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae 

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse   Pterocles exustus hindustan 

Seen well on the Big Island at a stakeout. Beautiful birds! 

 

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Rock Dove   Columba livia var. domestica 

Abundant 

Spotted Dove   Spilopelia chinensis chinensis 

Abundant 

Zebra Dove   Geopelia striata 

Abundant 

 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 

Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri 

Numerous around our Hotel in Waikiki, Oahu and the surrounds.  

Rosy-faced Lovebird   Agapornis roseicollis 

Beautiful, fun, little parrots we enjoyed over breakfast on Big Island.  

Burrowing Parakeet   Cyanolisus patagonas 

A pair seen flying into their cliffs at a distance during our pelagic off Kona, one of which a few 

people saw in its cliff burrow 

 

Monarchs Monarchidae 

Kauai Elepaio (VU)  Chasiempis sclateri 

Excellent views of this distinct monarch flycatcher on Kauai at Koke’e State Park 

Oahu Elepaio (EN)  Chasiempis ibidis 

Seen well in a steep ravine on private property on Oahu, the most difficult of the three endemic 

elepaio species. 

Hawaii Elepaio (VU)  Chasiempis sandwichensis 

Great looks at a family group at Hakalau NWR, on the Big Island. 

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii
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Larks Alaudidae 

Eurasian Skylark   Alauda arvensis 

Common on the way to Hakalau along Saddle Road on the Big Island. 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

Red-whiskered Bulbul   Pycnonotus jocosus 

Several seen well on Oahu, where not nearly as common as the latter species. 

Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer 

Abundant in Honolulu, Oahu. 

 

Cettia Bush Warblers and allies Cettiidae 

Japanese Bush Warbler   Horornis diphone 

Seen briefly on Kauai, a skulky songster. 

 

Laughingthrushes Leiothrichidae 

Chinese Hwamei   Garrulax canorus canorus 

Good views of two pairs on Kauai, a very difficult bird to see this well! 

Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush   Garrulax pectoralis 

A very difficult non-native species that is rarely seen on tours of which we heard well and had a 

glimpse. 

Red-billed Leiothrix   Leiothrix lutea 

Great views of this lovely bird on the Big Island, though seen on all three islands. 

 

White-eyes Zosteropidae 

Japanese White-eye   Zosterops japonicus 

One of the most abundant non-native species in the Hawaiian Islands. 

 

Mockingbirds, Thrashers Mimidae 

Northern Mockingbird   Mimus polyglottos polyglottos 

A few seen on Kauai.  

 

Starlings Sturnidae 

Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis 

Abundant throughout. 

 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

Omao (EN)  Myadestes obscurus 

Seen well at Hakalau on the Big Island. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus 

Common, even right around our hotel on Kauai. The species seems much more confiding in its non-

native home in Hawaii than in Asia. 

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus domesticus 

Common. 
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Waxbills, Munias and allies Estrildidae 

Common Waxbill   Estrilda astrild 

Seen well on all islands. 

Red Avadavat   Amandava amandava 

The "Strawberry Finch" is an uncommon non-native, but we had excellent views near Koke'e SP 

where birds were in full view on a playing field. 

African Silverbill   Euodice cantans 

Seen well on Oahu and the Big Island, another uncommon and localized non-native species. 

Scaly-breasted Munia   Lonchura punctulata cabanisi 

Common throughout. 

Chestnut Munia   Lonchura atricapilla 

Several seen well. 

Java Sparrow   Lonchura oryzivora 

A striking non-native that offered many good views that is very rare in its native range. 

 

Finches Fringillidae 

Palila (CR)  Loxioides bailleui 

(1) 1 Saddle road 27.10. 

Great views of an individual in the mamane forest on the slopes of Mauna Kea. Unfortunately, the 

area was closed the previous day and only folks with late flights on the last day could make it. 

Iiwi (VU)  Drepanis coccinea 

(1) 30 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

One of the most iconic Hawaiian native forest birds and we saw many at Hakalau on the Big Island, 

one of the species strongholds. 

Apapane   Himatione sanguinea 

This Hawaiian honeycreeper is still common in many areas and was recorded on all three islands we 

visited. 

Akiapola’au (EN)  Hemignathus wilsoni 

One of the world's most unusual birds. This honeycreeper evolved to fill the woodpecker niche, using 

its lower mandible to hammer and elongated upper mandible to manoeuvre prey from crevices. We 

enjoyed prolonged views of a pair foraging in Hakalau. 

Anianiau (VU)  Magumma parva 

Excellent views of a few pretty individuals in Koke'e SP on Kauai. 

Hawaii Creeper (EN)  Loxops mana 

After some searching, we saw several in Hakalau, another interesting, but endangered honeycreeper. 

Hawaii Akepa (EN)  Loxops coccineus 

Also endangered, but we were able to watch a pair as they foraged high in the native koa trees of the 

Hakalau refuge before finding a beautiful young male quite low foraging! 

Hawaii Amakihi   Chlorodrepanis virens virens 

This honeycreeper remains pleasantly abundant on the Big Island, especially in the protected forest 

of Hakalau. 

Oahu Amakihi (VU)  Chlorodrepanis flava 

This Oahu endemic is quite uncommon, but we managed multiple excellent views of an individual. 

Kauai Amakihi (VU)  Chlorodrepanis stejnegeri 

It took some searching, but we were persistent enough to get brief views. 

House Finch   Haemorhous mexicanus frontalis 

Common. 
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Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica caniceps 

Common on the Big Island, seen well on Oahu. 

 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds Icteridae 

Western Meadowlark   Sturnella neglecta 

We had a pair of birds near Kilauea Point in their usual haunt.  

 

Cardinals, Grosbeaks and allies Cardinalidae 

Northern Cardinal   Cardinalis cardinalis 

Common. 

Tanagers and allies Thraupidae 

Red-crested Cardinal   Paroaria coronata 

Abundant on Kauai and Oahu. 

Yellow-billed Cardinal   Paroaria capitata 

Only found on the Big Island where we saw several. 

Saffron Finch   Sicalis flaveola 

Good views on Kauai and the Big Island. 

  

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii


Trip Report – RBL Hawaii - Island Endemics & Pelagics 2018      14

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                               View more tours to Hawaii  

Mammals (6 in total: 6 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = 

Extinct in the Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Mongooses Herpestidae 

Small Indian Mongoose   Herpestes auropunctatus 

Big Island, eating carcasses and being kinda gross, but kinda cute. 

 

Seals Phocidae 

Hawaiian Monk Seal (EN)  Monachus schauinslandi 

Awesome views on Oahu, where one was ruining the set of an NCIS:whoknowswherenow 

Episode. Crew were visibly perturbed. We were all very amused and elated to see this 

endangered species.  

 

Bats Chiroptera 

Hawaiian Hoary Bat (EN)  Lasiurus semotus 

Incredible luck to have one come over us just after sunset at the Kaleakehe Wastwater 

Treatment Plant near Kona! Our local guide hadn’t seen one in years.  

 

Pigs Suidae 

Wild Boar   Sus scrofa 

Several seen on Big Island, where an actual road hazard these days! 

 

Oceanic Dolphins Delphinidae 

Spinner Dolphin   Stenella longirostris longirostris 

So many doing aerial display and acrobatics all around our boat we lost our minds!  

Pantropical Spotted Dolphin   Stenella attenuata 

In with the humongous pod of dolphins numbering nearly a hundred around out boat on the 

pelagic. A highlight of the whole tour! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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